Comprehension
Strategies

Strategies to help you understand
what you are reading!
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Thinking Aloud

To say aloud what you are thinking
about when reading.

Sentence Starters:
®T bet that...
®T wonder if..

®T think that...

® This confuses me
because...

® This part is like...
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Using Schema

Your background knowledge and
experiences about a topic.

Sentence Starters:

® This reminds me of...

® T already know...
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Inferring

Creating meaning about what is not
directly stated in the text.

Sentence Starters: the wolf blew down
the firsthouse,sol
think he will try to blow

down the second..

®T predict...
®T think that...
® My conclusion here is...

® My guess is...
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Asking Questions

Asking questions before, during, and
after reading to help understand what
you are reading.

Sentence Starters:

®T wonder...
® What is...
® Why did...

® How come...
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Determining Importance

The reader has to determine the
difference between what they need
to know and what is just interesting.

Sentence Starters:

® Why am I reading this?

® What is important to
remember?

® What do you think the
author is trying to tell
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Setting a Purpose for Readin

Readers set a purpose to make
reading more meaningful.

Sentence Starters: / | am \

® Why am I reading this?
® What do T want to know reading this
about this topic? b

® What can this help me to ecause""/
do in the future?
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Monitoring for Meaning

Readers know when they are not
understanding what they are reading.

'\\

did not understand

“/I
that part. I am

Sentence Starters:

going to read it again
and think about it.

®Ts this easy or hard to
read?

®Did I understand what I
read?

® Was there anything that
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Visualizing

Readers create detailed images to
help them understand.

Sentence Starters:

e T pictured..
e The pictures help me...
e T imagined...
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Synthesizing (and Retelling)

Readers’ thinking changes as they
gather more information.

Sentence Starters:

e What do you
understand now that
you didn't before?

e What happened in this
story?
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Text Structure

Readers understand the structure of
a text in order to better understand
the meaning of the text.

Sentence Starters:

e This story is a nonfiction text
because... -

e This story is a fiction text because..  Avtesaus e

e This text structure helped because...

or build fences for their harses. Over the years,

without help from people. Toeday, several
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Cause and Effect

Assateague’s Wild Horses

How did the wild horses get to Assateague?
In the 1700s, early seftlers put their horses on the
island. People think they didn't want to pay taxes
or build fences for their horses. Over the years,
the harses became wild. They live on their own
without help from people. Today, several

hundred wild horses live on Assateague Island.




